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The Hiftery of Count de Salmony, and of Ifabella de 
Mayrand. 


[Continued from Page 400.] 


Y what has been already related of the difpofition of Ma” 

dam de Mayrand, it will naturally be fuppofed that the gave 
a ready affent to * hat he afked, and conducted him immediately 
tothe apartment of Ifabella, who was then alone, employing 
herfelf in reading a letter the had juft received from her dear 
Salmony. 

After a little difcourfe on ordinary affairs, the Countefs went 
out of the room, and he negle¢ting not the opportunity the gave, 
* IT can no longer Madam (faid he, falling on his knees), con- 
ceal a paffion which I have long but vainly itreggled with, fear- 
ing it might be offenfive to the divine object which infpires it. 
But however you may difpofe it, | am now compelled to offer you 
my heart, my vows of everlafting adoration, and my life, if this 
declaration merits I fhould no longer preferve it.” 

Ifabella was preveuted by her furprize to hear him talk in this 
manner, from interrupting him ; but recovering herfelf from it, 
** T thought (replied fhe, with eyes that fparkled with indig- 
nation), I had been exempted from the fear of hearing fuch dif. 
coveries: The fituation I am in by my engagements, renders it 
a difrefpe& which T expected not to find from any one, much lefy 

from him who calls himfelf the friend of Salmony.” 
Vou. VII. 174. 3 F She 
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She had no fooner uttered this fhort but fevere reproach, than 
fhe went haftily out of the room, leaving him ftill on his knees, 
overwhelmed with thame, confufion, and remorfe. 

Tt was in this pofture that the Countefs found him, having 
in an adjacentroom feen Ifabella pafs by, and guefling the re. 
ception he had met with from her. She fpared nothing, how. 
ever, to re-affure him, telling him he might be certain of her ins 
tereft ; that it might take fome time to erafe the impreflion of a 
firft love, but that fhe doubted not bur to accomplith it when fhe 
fhould let Ifabella fee, that if fhe was not for hini, the never 
theuld be for Salmony. 

But her difcourfe had not the effet on him fhe expected ; he 
rather condemned than thanked the partiality the expreffed in 
his favour; and though hecould not conquer his paffion for Ifa- 
bella, he ‘looked on it as the ftain of his glory, and an injuftice 
which till then he had never been guilty of. He entreated the 
Countefs not to entertain any fentiments either of rigour or arti. 
fice to forward his pretenfions. ‘* For (faid he) fince itis my 
hard fate to oppofe the man, who of all the world moft merits 
‘and.enjoys my efteem, I. will endeavour to acquire the prize only 
by fuch means as he himfelf fhall not condemn, and force Ifa. 
bella to pity, if not approve my flame.” 

Madam de Mayrand had too much virtue to blame fuch a res 
folution, and after having beftowed on it the praifes it deferved, 
promifed to conform on her part. 

Hauterive, who was ftedfaft to put in practice what he had 
faid, had no fooner parted from the Countefs7 than he fat down 
towrite to his rival; but while he wzs confidering in what man- 
ner he fhould relate the hiftory of his heart, Ifabeila was difbur- 
thening her’s to the charming Mariana, whom fhe went in fearch 
of the moment fhe quitted Hauterive. 

Nothing could be more furprized than was this young beauty, 
at the recital Ifabella made her. She forefaw the troubles the 

affion of Hauterive would bring on her brother: but this was 
not all that gave her pain; fhe had tor fome time looked on 

Japterive with favourable eyes; his merits were not unknown 
to her; and if fhe might not be faid to feel a paflion for him, 
inly had wifbed to infpire him with one for her, and 
could not hinder herfelf from being a little piqued, that know- 
ing the engagements of Habella, he fhould not rather turn his 
eyes on one who was entirely tree trom any. 

This cmotion of jealoufy; joined to the intereft of her broe 
ther, made her extremely approve the anfwer Ifavella had piven 
him, and omit nothing which might confirm her in a refolution 
of refilling all attacks. She advifed her alio to write to Sale 
9 mony 
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mony the whole account of this adventure, that by his prefence, 
he might pat an end to all the hopes Hauterive could con- 
ceive. 

This council was too pleafing to Ifabella not to prevail ; the 
immediately obeyed the dictates of Mariana; and after affuring 
Salmony of her inviolable conftancy, fhe conjured him not to de- 
lay giving her the proof of his in the prefence of Hauterive, his 
rival. 

The Count de Salmony received her letter and that of Haute 
rive by the fame courier ; and his love carrying him beyond his 
curiofity, he firft opened the mandate of Ifabelia, where perceiv- 
ing the other was his rival, and his pretenfions were approved of 
by the Countefs, he could not imagine the meaning of his wri- 
ting, after having endeavoured to injure him in fo tender a part, 
unlefs it were that he intended to difpute it with him by the point 
of the fword. But how great was his aftonifhment when he 
found it couched in the following words ; 


TO THE COUNT DE SALMONY. 


*¢ T WISH this letter may anticipate the difcovery which, 
I doubt not, will be made you by Mademoifelle de Mayrand, 
I would willingly be my own firft accufer in an affair of this na- 
ture. The perfect confideration I have for you, and of what I 
owe to myfelf, will not fuffer me to aét on this occafion as ano- 
ther man would do, I adore Ifabella, and whatever hatred this 
confeflion may excite in you, the fequel thall prove I merit your 
elteem. 

** T could alledge for my juftification, that I was ignorant of 
the force of your engagements; that I every day faw the pros 
mifes of youth entirely forgotten in maturity. But thefe are weak 
excufes to a man fenfible of the force of Ifabella’s beauty, which 
is fach, that had I been your moft trafted coffidant, I could not 
have defended myfelf from being your rival: Nay, had I feen 
her your wife, it had, perhaps, been able to reftrain my tongue 
but not my heart. . 

** T have declared to her my paflion, but that declaration ferves 
only to compleat my fhame, and your triampa. She loves you 
Oh moft happy Count! as much as fhe is beloved. She will be 
faithfal to you till death.—T his is the frait I have gained by m 
temerity: my paffion, however can ftand all fhocks, and I am ead 
folved todifpute her with you, but it fhall be by fuch meais as 
neither fhe nor you fhall have it in your power to blame, My. 
cares, my re{pects, and my friendthip for you fhall be all the 
arms I fhall make ufe of. The blood from which we both are 
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fprung, will give neither of us leave to fufpec& the conrage of 
the other. wt 

*¢ Thus, without taking any advantage of the good intentions 
the Countefs has for me,;and withoutenterprizing any thing to the 
prejudice of your love, I fhall {peak of mine, and lay hold of all 
opportunities to prove the fincerity of it, and by the opennefs and 
generofity of my proceeding, oblige both of you tocompafiionate, 


if you cannot love me, 
; «* HAUTERIVE.” 


It is impoffible for'me'td exprefs the agitation of the Count 
after reading this letter: he wasa long time before he could fup- 
ort with moderation that Iabella fhould be difputed with him 
by any means whatever; he looked on the right he had over her 
affe€tions to be inconteltible ; and if it were not, that the fword 
was the moft proper decifion of fach differences. But thefe fen- 
timents, inftigated by the fire of youth, gave way to other re. 
fieétions ; and when he remembered that Hauterive was a magi- 
ftrate, to whem prudence was more glorious than any other qua. 
lification,.and that himfelf was alfo under the laws, which he 
could not infringe, . withght., lofing Mabella for ever, he became 
more calm, hus 4 

He sead his rival’s letter a fecond time, and as he knew him 
to be a man of, the mot find honour, he did not in the leaf 
doubt. but he would a& as he had faid ; butthe more he confi- 
dered. his merit, the more dangerous he appeared, and that 
‘thoughts threw him into the moft terrible anxieties: They were 
no fooner removed by the aflurances Habella gave him of an in- 
violable affetion, but another, little lefs perplexing, invaded 
him. ‘* If (faid lie) that charming maid fhould never fuffer the 
merit of anotber to obliterate what fhe owes to the fidelity of 
Salmony; yet if the Countefs, who now flands in the place of 
both father and mother to Habejla, fhould continue averfe to 
my hope, it will be utterly impoflible to compleat the marriage 
without her.” 

Jn thisuncertainty did he pafs the hours, till he had obtained 
permiffion to quit his regiment for fome time ; which, in confi- 
‘dération of the diligence he had teftified during the whole two 
years he bad the command of it, was granted without much diffi. 
culty : the death of his father, and the regulation ‘of his affairs, 
giving him a ag 213k excule for demanding it. But in the mean 

i 


time he wrote to [iabella, and anfwered the letter of his rival in 
thefe words ; , 


TO 
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TO THE SIEUR DE HAUTERIVE. 


«t IF the pofleflion of Mademoifelle de Mayrand was deftined 
the reward of merit, your happinefs and my misfortune would be 

aft all doubt: But as the fettlement of our affections has been 
the work of many years, cemented by the moft tender proofs on 
both fides, and authorized by the wil! of our parents, the ad- 
vantage is on my fide, notwith{tanding the many others you have 
over mC. 

«© 'T'o offer any arguments for your defifting from {0 hopelefs 
a profecution, would be but to repeat what I am certain you have 
made ufe on yourfelf in thofe moments when reafon was permitted 
to hold difcourfe with paflion; 1.fsall therefore only fay, that 
though friendthip be incompatible with rivalfhip, and 1 cannot 
pretend to give yow mine, yet. {hall a& in every thing as bee 
comes that character, and in what manner foever you woulddif- 
pate Ifabella, be always ready to give you;fatisfaction. 
«© SALMONY,” 


The courier arrived with the difpatches to Ifabella but a fhort 
time before Salmony obtained permiffion to leave the camp, and 
came to Languedoc, unexpected by every body but Habetta and 
Mariana. Immediately he fent a meffenger to the caltlede May. 
rand, to inform the Countefs of his return, and defife permiiiion 
to vifit her. 

The perfon who was entrafled with this commiffion was a man 
of wit, and one in whom Salmony put an entire confidence ; he 
therefore gave him orders to {peak to Habeisa alfo, and to obferve 
what effedt this news produced ‘both on the one and t~ other, 

Madam de Mayrand was very much turprized, and had 
enough to do to conceal the difquiet it gav- her; Out as the 
could not refufe fecing the Counc, fhe aniwered, thet he knew 
very well he had no heed of that ceremory to introduce him 
there. 

As for Ifabella, fhe received this meffenger with fo perfe&t a 
joy, that Salmony at his return was convinced he had aothicg to 
fear on her part. 

The fame day he went to thecaftle de Mayrand, and was 
treated by the Countefs with acoldne{s, which-not all her civi- 
lities could hinder trom b.ing vilible ; bat whatever damp that 
might give him, the firft looks of Hfabella re animated him ia 
fuch a manner, that he knew no bounds to the excels of his love 
and joy. , 

He found her beauty fo improved, that he contemplated her 
for fome time with admiration; and thefs two years of abfence 


had 
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had fo much added to his manly graces, that Ifabella beheld him 
not with lefs delight. Thefe faithful lovers entertained each 
other with fach an unfeigned tendernefs, as left neither uncon- 
vineed that death alone could divide them. 

But though the Count de Salmony had appeared to give all his 
admiration to the object of his love, yet he could not be infen- 
fible of deiight to fee his charming fifter Mariana arrived at fuch 
perfe€tion, ae nothing but a brother, or a perfon ftrongly pre. 
pofleffed with another paffion, could behold without tran{port ; 
and thefe three perfons, infpired by love and friendfhip, and 
poffeffing all the qualities that could endear them to each other, 
pafled fome hours together in fo {weet a contentment as made 
shem forget they had any thing to fear. 

The fan giving place to encroaching darknefs, the Count took 
bis leave of Madam de Mayrand, without feeming to have re- 
marked any change in her behaviour, and returned to the caftle 
of Salmony, where he paffed the night with more tranquillity 
thap he had done many preceding ones. 


[Te be continued. ] 





For the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 
BON M O T. 
[ Spoken only a few Days ago. ] 


Gentleman who pays his devoirs to a lady of the name of 

Foot, anc to whom he is toon to be married, being in come 

pany, complained of a painin his toe. One of the company 

obferved, that probably he might lofe the ufe of it; to which 

the gentleman anfwered, ‘* D—n it! why need I fear the lofs 
of a toe, when Iam going to have a new Foot,” 





The humorous Adventures of Mifs DELIA DRAMA, a 
frage-firuck young Lady, fuppofed to be written by ber 


Father. 
[From Pratt's Mifcellanies. ] 


ANY are the examples reprehended privately and pub. 
WV lickly, of the ill effects of novel reading, and of la 
vilhing the hours of youth in over-running the trafh of a modern 
library ; 
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library ; while the moft obvious, and equally fatal mifchief, of 
running over the play-hou/es, pafles unnoticed ; and being a li- 
cenfed diverfion, is permitted to go on without its being exhi- 
bited as an object of danger. It will be the bufinefs of this 
eflay to prove, that the vileft romances which ever caricatured 
humanity, are not worfe, in their tendencies, nor more malig- 
nant in their effeéts, than feveral tragedies and comedies=more 
efpecially to that part of the people of England to whom we 
entraft the management of our domeftic concerns, namely, our 
wives and daughters. I will cell youa curfed ftory about this 
bufinefs, 

I am the father of an only daughter, who two years ago de- 
ferted a good houfe—for a barn! Yes; it was about two winters 
ago my Delia faw the tragedy of Macbeth advertifed in the 
bills for Drury-lane Theatre, and over-perfuaded me upon the 
fabje&t, till I was fool enough to leave Mincing-lane, and order 
my coach (then for the Brit time fince Garrick’s retura from 
Italy) to the play-houfe. Now, beit known unto all men, that 
I have ever thought a play the moft abfurd of all abfurdi- 
tie-—and of all the fpecies of them, the thing called a tragedy 
was the moft my averfion. What can be more filly, than to fee 2 
parcel of fellows thump one another’s bofoms—wring their good 
white handkerchiefs to pieces—twift about their limbs into a 
parcel of Merry Andew poftures—and then, to complete the 
jeft, flab each other with a tin poinard, or poifon out of an 
empty bowl? Then, prithee, who the devil ftruts as they do on 
the ftage? Who .holds long converfation in words that are fet, 
as it were, to the tune of ‘Ti-dum-di-dum-di ? The lines gingle 
like a child’s coral, and are all meafured out fo as to be of a 
length—even to the fize of a fyllable. People ought to be 
afhamed of themfelves for playing fuch pranks with the Englith 
language. Then, again, can any thing be more unnatural, 
than a man’s making his exit, as they call it, with a bouncing 
brace of verfes in rhime; which then moft be mouthed out, for- 
footh, fo as to fet the audience clapping, rapping, and roaring, 
that the fellow might go off like a fquib, with a cracker at his 
tail?—And all this time we talk of nature, and pretend to 
love her as fie appears on the ftage ; when this very practice 
of applaudizg by bounce and bellow, plainly tells us, that 
tis all joke —and if you would, you cannot be deceived. Zoons ! 
cannot people fit fill and be happy, without making fuch a 
damned noife. 

None ot thefe fentiments, alas! however well founded in the 
wifdom of Mincing-lane, had ever any weight with my daughter; 
who ilill infifted, that age »!ays were the moitinkructive, moi 
ea) 1) Ing, 
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edifying, and delightfalleft entertainments in the world. A 
play-bill warmed her to the very foul. She knew the namesand 
merits of all the actors ; was enchanted with the love of one, 
the rage of another, the jealoufy of a third, the madnefs of a 
fourth ; and [ have even caught her with a fmal! edition of the 
Fair Penitent laid within her Prayer-book at church ; and the 
has been mumbling forth ‘* Be dumb for ever!’? while the clerk 
was giving outthe pfalm. The diabolical actionsand unhearde 
of impudence of that jade Lady Macbeth made fuch aa im. 
preffion on her, that, forgetting all Chriftian decency, the cried 
out in the extafy of her foul, that the Thane of Cawdor, was a 
** hily-livered boy’’~-and fhe was ready to take her oath of it 
—that his lady fhould ‘* bring forth men-children only ;”— 
and that 


*¢ Till Birnam wood fhould come to Dunfinane” 


fhe thould never look upon the likeof Mrs. Yates ;” who, it 
feems, performed the part of this bloody-minded lady. 

Upon her coming home, it happened that our maid-fervant 
had miflaid my velvet night-cap ; upon which, when I began to 
expoftulate in the plain rational language of an angry man, 
the poor ftage-ftruck Delia rofe up, and throwing herfelf in a 
ftrange poiture, cried out in a fepulchral tone of voice, 


s* Father, 
** Thou canft not fay I did it.” —— 
«* Why doft thou fhake thy periwig at me ?” 
“© Take any fhape but that, 
*¢ And I will challenge thee to the utmoft.”—~ 


** You challenge me!—Hold your nonfenfe girl (faid 1), and 
help Mary to find my cap.”"?———** I'll not budge,” quoth fhe. 

As we were fetting focially over a {nug fupper, an old and ever 
welcome neighbour came to afk how we were entertained ; and 
the good man had fcarce opened the door, before my cracks 
brained daughter, like a rude hufley as the was, dropped her 


knife and fork, jumped from her feat, and exclaimed, 


«¢ The table’s full !” 
which is juft as mueh as to fay, ‘* 1 had rather have your room 
than your company.” 
My triend was flartled, and, fearful of difturbing the family, 
went out; upon which the obferved, 


«© Why fo—being gone, 





*« Tam myfelf—I am a girl again.” 
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« Aye, that yon are, fure enough,” faid I, «* and a curfed faucy 

irl too. You may take your leave.of play-houfes, I promite 
you, Mifs.”—My neighbour imagining that a little abfence had 
fettled matters, re-entered; ~ but alas! this mace ‘my poor 
daughter ten times worfe ; for fhe now loft all civility,and in an 
angry {cream hollowed out, 


«* Avaunt! and quit my fight ! let the earth hide thee ! 
*¢ Thy bones are marrowlefs ; thy blood is cold 5 

«: Thou haft no fpeculation in thofe eyes 

«© Which thou doft glare withal”— 


and all this without the leaft provocation on the part of my 
friend Grogram.—My worthy neighbour, believing her to be 
diftraéted, did not take any offence ; but faid all he could to 
footh and bring her about ; upon which the girl, as if a little ree 
collecting herielf, faid, with a gentle tone of voice, yet with 
were itill the fame tragical pomp of language, 

‘* May it pleafe your Highnefs, fit.”” 


She called Mr. George Grogram, the cloth-merchant ** your 
Highnefs!”—-and after that, in a ftill milder key, but with 
great wildnefs of action, and much reeling about, as if the 
tupfey, the-cried, 

** Sit, worthy friend !—I’m often thus, my Lord ! 
(Now fhe made a Lord of him) 


** My father knows I’ve been fo from my youth : 
** Pray keep your feat— 

** The fit is momentary—On a thought 

** I thall be well again—If much you note me 
** You will offend me, and extend my paflion— 
** Feed, and regard me not.”— 


Comforted by this aflurance, we all fat down to the table; 
where, however, we were not long fuffered to remain in tran- 
quility, before this mad girl ftarted up, and running to iny 
friend Grogram, juft as he was going to drink his porter, caught 
hold of his wriit, and exclaimed, 

‘¢ Are youa man ? 
** O proper tuff!” 
Then, upon my reprobating this conduct, fhe ftruck her hand 
upon her heart, and {faid, 
** (f I fland here, I faw him.”’——-~ 


Vow. VII. 174, 3G (‘* Saw 
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(‘* Saw who, you Ignoramus 7” (faid I). She went on) 


You, I know, father, will fay, ** Fie for fhame !” 
But what of that; ** You are old and choleric.” 


I now entreated her, with more gentlenefs, to banith this non- 
fenfe from her head, and to behave like a rational creature ; 
telling her, I knew, if fhe hada mind to it, the could be as 
agreeable a companion as Mr. Any-body’s daughter. This 
foothed her very fenfibly, and I began (for fhe was my darling) 
again to look upon her with pleafure ; but upon her perceiving 
my eyes for fome time directed towards her, fhe affumed the air 
of recolle&tion, called a dimple into her cheek, and again be« 
gan to fpout— 


** I do forget myfelf (faid the) : 

** Do not mufe at me, my worthy friends ! 

I have a ftrange infirmity, which is nothing 

* To thofe that know me.—Come, love and health to all. 
‘ I drink the general joy of the whole table.” 


a< 


. 


After which bending her body in a theatrical way, and clench- 
ing the porter-pot, fhe went on the following manner : 





«* Think of this good peers, 
*« But asa thing of cuitom : ’tis no other— 
*€ Only it {poils the pleafure of the time.” 


Here fhe flourifhed the porter-pot and drank to us very courte- 
ovfly, We admitted her apology, and all went on vattly well, 
till my friend unluckily mentioned our evening’s amufement at 
the play-houfe ; upon which the diftraéted Delia fet down the 
porter-pot, and catching my friend, who fat next her, again by 
the hand, delivered herfelf as follows, in words half her owr 
and half Shakefpeare’s, but with the utmoft vehemence of ut- 
terance and a¢tion : 


——** T will to-morrow, 
** Believe I will, go to the manager— 
«* There will I {peak, for now I’m bent to know, 
«* By the beft means, the worft for mine own good, 
** All caufes fhall give way unto the ftage.— 
«* T am in Rage matters fteept fo far, 
** That, fhouldI with to think of it no more, 
** Returning tothe duties of a daughter 
** Would be as tedious as impoflible.” 


By this time fhe was black in the face, and we began both to be 
afraid of her, Grograr: got to the end of the room, Seeing 
9 her 
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her melancholy fituation, and perceiving that fhe grew worfe, I 
pathetically perfuaded her to go to bed; but even here the 


threw tragedy at me: 
“«* Yes, you fay right, my father: 
«* I Jack the fenfe of all nature’s—fleep.” 
The maid now came to tell us there had been a fire in the next 
ftreet, which was not even yet quite out. Starting up, and dath- 
ing her plate on the floor, 
«* Cool it (fays Delia) with a baboon’s blood : 
** ‘Then the charm is firm and good—”’ 




































i 


throwing a large piece of bread into the fire, in imitation of the 
witches tofling their enchanted nonfenfe into the cauldron. 

** Go to bed, haffey,”” (faid 1), ** and cool your poor dif- 
trated fenfes: go to bed, I fay.” On this the perfectly 
maddened, and I thought would have knocked Grogram down 

with the poker. 
*¢ Twill not be commanded—(fays the) 
“© ll be an adirefs, Grogram : deny me this 
«* And an eternal curfe falls on you—-—— 
“* Yes, my father, even on thee, 
«‘ Thou venerable good old man! 
** For being author of a wretch like me.” 


Here the broke off abruptly, and, looking an the maid, fell into 
a paflion, and bid her get out of the room, for a “* fecret, black, 
and midnight hag” as fhe was; and when I threatened to dif- 
inherit her if fhe ever went upon the flage, fhe gave {uch a twift 
with her face, and fo goggled with her eyes, that the frightened 
me, and then burit out again with the damn’deft nonfenfe that 
ever was heard : 


** Oh! I could play the woman with my eyes, 

** And braggart with my tongue. But, gentle Heaven | 
*€ Cut fhort all intermiffion ; front to front 

** Bring me this manager ; 

* Within my arms length fet him ; then, 

** If trembling I exhibit—then proteit me 

“© The baby of agirl. Let him, Oh! hear me; 

** And, after having {pouted, it he *{cape me, 

*¢ May Heaven deltroy his patent !” 


eens 





** Upon my word, Mifs Delia,” faid I, ¢* this.is mighty fine. 
You are acting avery pretty part here. You play away nobly, 
But let me tell you, hufley”»-—~—Here the had the impudence 
3G2 $0 
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to interrupt me with another curfed {peech, ftriding round the 
table, like a mad princefs: 


s* Thou fay’ft truly, Gentles—I do play well. 

“« This taue goes manly. Come go with me— 

** Go tothis manager—My powers are ready— 

«* My lack is nothing but my leave Delia 

“* Js ripe for ating, and the gods above 

** Have given me inftruments of voice and figure. 

** And now, my friends, receive what cheer you may : 
** This night is long—but next week T will play.” 


** The devil you will, Madam !”? (faid1) ; ‘‘ then not a farthing 
of my property fhall you finger, I can afflure you. A ftage- 
player, indeed !—-Np, no———you are mad enough already, 
Here, take the candle, and troop to your chamber. Go this 
minute, I fay Here.” I had no fooner given her a candle, 
than fhe rofe up,and fhut her eyes,held the light at arm’s length, 
and began torub her hand—Lady Macbeth-like : 

** Yet here’s a fpot——-Out, damned fpot! 

** All the perfumes of Arabia will not {weeten 

*¢ This little hand.” 
«* Get away, then, and wafhit,” (faid I),‘* and be curfed to 
you, and don’t put me in a paflion.” Here fhe fighed moft bit 
terly; 








** Oh! oh! oh!” 


Some time after which fhe made towards the door, which I 
opened ; and then fhe ran fidelong out of the room, {till fhutt- 
ing her eyes, and cried, 


«¢ There’s knocking at the gate -- 
** Go, go, go, go= 

«* Come, come, come, come 

s* 'To bed, to bed, to bed,” 


Here, thank Heaven, fhe made her exit for thenight. The 
next day fhe ran away from me, and really pot her threats in 
execution ; and is now to be feen, in the courfe of the year, at 
ali the barns, booths, and fairs of Great Britain and Ireland.” 





Aus AN ECODOT E. 


French merchant, who lives retired, leaviogthe whole of his 
bufinefs to his clerks at Paris, while he enjoys ae plea- 
ures 





eer: 


od 
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fores of the country at Argenteuil, not far from Paris, invited an 
Englifh gentleman, recommended to him from Briitol, to ipend 
the day at his feat. All the family, confitting of his wife, two 
daughters, and an officer with his lady, were defired to be {paring 
of their words,and to take care not to ftun the ears of my lord (fo 
is even a baker called if he keeps his carriage) with their incef- 
fant talking. They complied with his defire rather. toowell ; 
for the Englifhman, who went in hopes to improve, by {peaking 
and hearing a language he admired much, and underitood ex- 
tremely well, was altonifhed to find a taciturnity even in the 
young folks. Herperceived, however, that it was in fome mea- 
fare a forced one; and faid to the youngeit daughter, ‘* Can it 
be owing to this delightful {pot, where one enjoys the fineft prof- 
pe@in France, that { remark a ferious air in ail the company.”® 
** No, Sir (replied the young lady), but papa detired we fhould 
abftain from talking too much, and affured us the Englifh were 
fo fond of ferioufnefs and filence, that in their very clubs they res 
commended the latter. He told us alfo, that a member of the 
Englifh Houfe of Commons, a friend of his, had made this ex- 
cellent remark, that to /peak /poids the converfation.—My papa is 
a philofopher and an 4aglomane : he withes to oblige and imitate 
his favourite nation.” 





ELEGY ON THE LATE JOHN PRATT, ESQUIRE, 


SacRED 
To the memory of JOH™ PRATT, Efq; 
Of Asxricc,in WENSLEYDALE, 
Who died at Newmarket, 
May the 8th, 1785. 
A charaéter fo eccentric—fo variable—fo valuable, 
Aftonifhed the age he lived in. 
Tho’ {mall his patrimony, 

Yet, affifted by that and his own genius, 
He for upwards of thirty years 
Supported all the hofpitality 
Of anancient Baron, 

The excellent qualities of his heart 
Were eminently evinced 
By his bounty to hisrelations, 

His fympathetic feelings for diftrefs, 

And his charity for all mankind, 

Various 
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Various and wonderfel were the means 
Which enabled him, with unfullied reputation, 
To fupport his courfe of life, 

In which he faw and experienced 
Many Triats and many viciflitudes 
Of Fortune ; 

And though often hard prefs’d, whipp’d, and fpuzr’d, 
By that jockey Necessity, 

He never fwerv’d out of the courfe 
Of honour. 

Once, when his finances were impair’d, 
He receiv’d a feafOnable fupply, 

By the performance of a Miracle! 

At different periods he exhibited 
(Which were jaft emblems of his own life) 
A Conundrum—an Enigma—and a Riddle : 
And, ftrange to tell! even thefe 
Enrich’d his pocket. 

Without incurring cenfure, 

He train’d up an Infidel, 

Which turn’d out to his advantage. 

He had no fingular partiality 
For flowers, fhrubs, fruits, or birds ; 

Yet for feveral years he maintain’d a Fhri/; 
And his Red Re/e more than once 
Obtain’d the premium. 

He had a Honey/uckle and a Pumpkin 
Which brought hundreds into his purfe ; 

Anéc a Phanix—a Nightingale—a Goldfinch and a Chafinch, 
Which produced him thoufands, 

In the laft war 
He was owner of a Privateer, 

Which brought him in feveral valuable prizes. 
Though never fam’d for gallantry, 

Yet he had in keeping at different periods, 

A Virgin—a Maiden—an Orange Girl—and a Ballad Siuger, 
Befices feveral Mifes*, 

To all of whom his attachment was notorious. 

And, what is ftill more a paradox, 

Tho’ be had no iffue by his lawful wife, 

Yct the numerous progeny and quick abilitics 
Of thefe very females 
Prov’d to kim a fource of {upply. 

With 


* Mf Tims, AMifs Lightfoot, &, . 
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With all his feeming peculiarities and foibles, 
He retain’d his Purity 
Till a few days before his death ; 
When the great Camdent 
Spread the fame thereof fo extenfively, 
As to attraé&t ev’n the notice of his prince, 
Who thought it no dimunition of royalty 
To obtain fo valuable an acquifition 
By purchafe. 
And though he parted with his Purity 
At a great price, 
Yet his honour and good name 
Remain’d antarnifh’d 
To the end of his life. 
At his death, indeed, StawpeER, 
(In the femblance of Pirr) 
Talk’d much of his infolvency, 
And much of the ruin of individuals ; 
But the proof of his fubflance, 
And of a furplus not much inferior 
To his original patrimony, 
Soon anf{wer’d—refuted —and wip’d away 
The calumny. 

To fum up the abftraét of his chara@er, 
It may truly be faid of him, 
That his frailties were few, 

His virtues many ; 

That he died 
Almoft univerfally lamented. 





































+ Sold to the Prince of Wales for 2000 guineas, at Jaft Newmarket 
{pring meeting. 
The words tn Italics are the names of his race-horfes. 





i ON HEALTH AND LONGEVITY. 


From Dr. A. Fothergill’s Obfervations on the Memoirs of the 
Manchefter Philofophical Society, juft publifhed.] 


AVING colleéted a variety of ftriking inftances of longe- 

vity into three tables, our author obferves that the An- 
tediluvians are purpofely omitted, as bearing too little reference 
to the prefent rate of mortals, to afford any fatisfactory conclu- 
fions ; and the improbable ftories of fome perfons, who have 
almoft rivalled them in modern times, border toe much upon 
the 
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the marvellous, to find a place in thefe tables, The prefent ex. 
amples are abundantly fufficient to prove, that longevity does 
not depend fo much, as has been fuppofed,on any particular 
climate, fituation, or occupation in life. For we fee, that it 
often prevails in places, where all thefe are extremely diffimilar ; 
and it would, moreover, be very difficult, in the hiftories of the 
fevera! perfons above-mentioned, to find any circumitance com- 
mon to them all, except, perhaps, that of being born of 
healthy parents, and of being inured to daily labour, tempe- 
rance, and fimplicity of diet. Among the inferior ranks of 
mankind, therefore, rather than amongft the fons of eafe and 
luxury, fhall we find the moft numerous inftances of longevity ; 
even frequently, when other external circumftances feem ex- 
tremely unfavourable: as in the cafe of the poor fexton at 
Peterborough, who, notwithftanding his unpromifing occupae 
tion among dead bodies, lived long enough to bury two crowned 
heads, and to furvive two complete generations. ‘The liveli- 
hood of Henry Jenkins, and old Parr, is faic to have chiefly 
confifted of the coarfeft fare,as they depended on precarious alms, 
To which may be added, the remarkable inftance of Agnes 
Milburne, who, after bringing forth a numerous offspring, and 
being obliged, through extreme indigence, to pafs the latter 
part of her life in St. Luke’s work-houfe, yet reached her hun. 
dred and fixth year, in that fordid, unfriendly fituation. 
The plain diet, and invigorating employments of a country 
life, ure acknowledged on all hands, to be highly conducive to 
health and longevity, while the luxury and refinements of large 
cities are allowed to be equally deftructive to the human {fpecies: 
and this confideration alone,perhaps, more than counterbalances 
all the boaited privileges of {uperior elegance and civilization, 
refulting from a city life. 

From country villages, and not from crowded cities, have the 
preceding inftances of longevity been chiefly fupplied, Accord. 
ingly it appears from the London Bills of Mortality, during a 
period of thirty years, viz. from the year 1728 to 1758, the 
jum of the deaths amounied to 750,322, and that, in all this 
prodigious number, only two hundred and torty two perfons fur- 
vived the sooth year of their age! This overgrown metropolis 
is computed, by my learned friend Dr. Price, to contain a 
ninth part of the inhabitants of England, and to confume an- 
nually, feven thoufand perfons, who remove intoit from the 
country every year, without increafing it, He morever obferves, 
that the number of inhabitants in Lngland and Wales has di- 
minifhed, about one fourth part, fince the revolutior, and fo 
rapidly 
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tapidly of late, that, in eleven years, near 200,000 of our com 
mon people have been loit! If the calculation be juft, hows 
ever alarming it. may appear in a national view, there is this 
confolation, when confidered in a sae some light, that with 
out partial evil, there can be no general good ; and that, what 
a nation lofes in the {cale of population at one period, it gains 
at another ; and thus, probably, the average number of inhabie 
tants, on the furface of the globe, continues, at all times, nearly 
the fame. By this medium, the world is neither overflocked 
nor kept too thin, but life and death keep a tolerable equal pace. 
The inhabitants of this ifland, comparatively fpeaking, are but 
as the duft of the balance ; yet, inftead of being diminiflied, we 
are aflured by other writers, that, within thefe thirty years, 
they are greatly increafed. 

The defire of felf-prefervation, and of protraing the fhort 
{pan of life, is fo intimately interwoven with our conttitus 
tion, that it is juitly efteemed one of the firit principles of our 
nature, and in {pite even of pain and mifery, feldom quits us to 
the Jaft moments of our exiltence. It feems, therefore, to be 
no lefs our duty, than our interelt, to examine minutely into the 
various means that have been conficered as conducive to health 
and Jong life ; arid, if poflible, to diftinguith fuch circumitances 
as are effential to that great end, from thofe which are merely’ 
accidental. But here, it is much to be regretted, that an accu- 
rate hiftory of the lives of all the remarkable perfons, in the 
above table, fo far as relates to the diet, regimen, and the ufe of 
the non-naturals, has not been faithfully handed down to us ; 
without which, it is impoflible to draw the neceflary inferences, 
Is it not then a matter of aftonifhment, that hiforians and 
philofophers have hitherto paid fo little attention to longevity ? 
If the prefent imperfect lift fhould excice others, of more leifure 
and better abilities, to andertake a fuil inveltigation of fo in- 
terefting a fubjcét, the enquiry might prove not only curious, 
but highly ufefui to mankina. In order to fernifh materials for 
a future longes ‘ty, the bills of mortality, throughout the kings 
dom,’ ought firlt to be revifed, and puton a better footing 5 
agreeably tothe fcheme which you pointed out fome time ago, 
and of which Manchefter and Chefter have already given a 
fpecimen, highly worthy of imitation. The plan, however, 
might be further improved, with very hetle trouble, by adding 
a particular account of the dietand regimen of every perfon, 
who dies at eighty years of age, or upwards : and mentioning, 
whether his parents were healthy, long-lived people, &c. &c. 
An accurate regifter, thus eitablifhed throughout the Br:tifh do« 
Vou. VIL. 174, 3H minions, 


























425 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 


minions, would be productive of many important advantages to 
fociety, not only in a medical, and philofophical, but alfo in a 
political and moral view. It is therefore to be hoped, that the 
Jegiflature will not long delay taking an object, of fuch great 
utility, into their ferious confideration. 





Proofs that the Extenfion of the Excife Laws is dangerous to 
the Conjlitution. 


* THE following is a copy of the reprefentation prefented to 
the four members of the city of London in the year 1733, 
upon a motion of Sir Francis Child :-— 

‘* THIS court doth apprehend, from the experience of the 
excife laws now in being, that extending thofe laws to any come 
modities not yet excifed, malt be véry hurtful to trade, both as 
it will probably diminith the confumption of the commodity to 
be excifed, and fubject the fair trader to the frequent and arbi- 
trary vifitation of officers, and the judicial determination of 
commifiicners removeable at pleafure, trom whom there is no ap. 
peal. 

‘© That the extenfion of fuch laws muft neceffarily encreafe 
the number and power of officers, which will be inconfiftent with 
thofe principles of liberty on which our happy conihtution is 
founded, and will further deprive the fubje¢ts of England of 
fome of thofe valuable privileges which have hitherto diftin- 
guifhed them from the neighbouring nations. 

“¢ Wherefore this court doth earnefily recommend it to you, 
their reprefentatives, to ufe your utmolt diligence in oppofing a 
fcheme of this nature, in any fhape, or however limited, in its 
firit appearance,” 


Judge Blackftone concludes his obiervations on the excife 
laws thus ===" When we again confider the various and almot 
innumerable branches of the revenue which may be in their 
turns fubjects of fraud, or at leaft complaints of fraud, and of 
courfe the objects of this fummary and arbitrary jurifdiétion, 
we fhall find that the power of thefe officers of the crown over 
the property of the people, is increafed toa very confiderable 
height.”—Vol. 4, book 4, ¢. 20. 


The committee appointed for the purpofe of enquiring into 
the illicit practices and frauds, after confidering the expediency 
of putting wines and other tixable articles of confumptioa 
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under the excife, conclude with thefe remarkable words :—** But 
your committee troft that the neceflity of the flate will never be 
fach as to call for a fyftem repugnant to the fpirit of freedom, 
and inconiiftent with the principles of the conttitution.” 





——_—_— 


Anfwer, by W. T. Stentaford, of ‘Calfock, to W. Kite’s Queftion, 
inferted March 6. 


Find the weight of the whole lever to be 142.9685720 

pounds, and the weight of the fhortelt arm to be 10.7226504 
pounds, which taken from the weight of the whole lever, leaves 
132.2460216 pounds, or 132 pounds, 3 ounces, and 14.5015296 
drams, avoirdupoife weight, the weight required to be fixed at 
the end of the faid ‘hortelt, tokeep the lever in equilibrium. 





Anfuer, by a Correfponaent, of Sherborne, to F. §.’s Enigma, 
inferted March 27. 


HOUGH you took up your pen to amufe the young men, 
T And perhaps may the women difdain ; 
Though I’m not very bright, yet I think at firft fight, 

Your enigma with eale I’l! explain. 


Jand ¥ you muft mean with their majefties feen, 
And to Jacobites true never doubt ’em ; 

Thoogh in jail they both lay, I will venture to fay, 
There can be no juftice without ’em. 


In gold they oft thine when difplay’d on a fign, 
And when capitals ne’er thew a head ; 

But their holiday clothes, as the almanack thews, 
To the fchool-boy’s delight is bright red. 


In Elizabeth’s reign they went both by one name, 
And fome folks to this very day 

Still follow thofe rules; for fome country {chools 
Are ftill unacquainted with F. 


t§t We have received the like anfwer from W. Gofs, and 
T. Petvin, of Street; R.S. of Glattonbury ; T. Locock and 
J. Dové, of Martock; J. K. of Marthalfea; G. Kingman, 
3Hz | of 
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of Buckland Newton ; J. Wheeler, of St. Auftell ; Sobrius, of 
Su:tcen-Mallet ; and Nath, junior. 





4 QUESTION, by S. T. Gundry, of Penzance. 


EING at fea, and having loft my journal, but remembering 

I came from the latitude 33 deg. 6 min. north, and my 

courfe had been S. W. by S. and my diftance, difference of lati- 

tude and departure in one fum is 268 leagues. 1 demand them 
jeparately, and the latitude come into. 





FISH exigmatically expreffed, by Nafh, junior. 


Ls HREE-EIGHTHS of the fon of Jupiter, and a gover. 
nor, Changing a letter. 

. Half axitchen utenfil, and a vermin. 

Halt of a manure, half of a negative, and half of to 


twa N 


waik, 

4. Two-fifths of a fruit, to affift, changing a letter, and one- 
third of a wee. 

5- An animal, changing a letter. 

o. A meafure, changing a letter. 

7+ Qne-fourth of a luminary, two-eighths of a fruit, and half 
of a wild beatt. 

8 A man’s Chriflian name, changing a letter, a vowel, aud 
half of to tafte. 


. 





4u ANAGRAM, 4, W. Go/i, of Street. 


PTO bathe if you tran{fpofe, 
I A fort of meat you’!l find ; 
Tranfpos’d it will diiclote 
What to a hall is join’d, 





A REBU S&S 


NE-SIXTH of a planet; one-fifth of a bard; 
One-feventh of 2 word that implies to regard ; 
One-third 
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One-third of a fith ; of a portion the fame: 
Thefe rightly connected will thew you my name. 








Tn ra sage 


4n ENIGMA, by J. A. of Sydling. 


HEN the Great Architect on high 
Firft form’d this earthly ball, 
Things animate, inanimate, 
Did into being call. 


dam, dread fovereign of the whole, 
Lord of the vaft domain, 

Each living creature to him brought, 
For to receive its name, 


Although I living creature am, 
And boaft a num’rous race, 
God ne’er created one like me; 
My like ne’er faw the face 


Of Adam, when he gave to each 
Its Heaven appointed name ; 

Yet when the world for fin was drown’d, 
I perifh’d with the fame, 


Within the ark I found no place 
For my devoted head ; 

J and my race «ere al! wettroy’d, 
And number’d with the dead. 


And yet my race is not ex:inét, 
As Albion’s fons can te! : 
For many vu! my raceare found 

In Britain’s :fle to dwell, 


he shel a dediae dap aedideadeeeadetiae 


Our Corre/ponde nts who fend ul queftions; anagrams, rebuffes, 
aradoxes, eni igmas, anfcers €Sc. are de/s ired to Jend their genuine 
Solutions at the /ame time; and thoje who do not, mujl not expec? ta 
Jee what they jend inferieds 


POETRY. 
























r 2 @ 2: 2 


T HB YEAR. 


JANUARY. 
O! my fair, the morning lazy 
Peeps abroad from yonder hill ; 
Phoebus rifes red and hazy, 
Froft has ftopp’d the village mill. 


FEBRUARY, 


All around looks fad and dreary ; 
Faft the flaky fnow defcends ; 
Yet the red-breafts chirrup cheery, 

While the mitten’d lafs attends, 


MARCH, 
Rife the winds, and rocks the cottage, 
Thaws the roof and wets the path ; 
Dorcas cooks the fav’ry pottage, 
Smokes the cake upon the hearth. 


APRIL, 

Sunfhine intermits ; with ardour 
Shades fly {wiftly o’er the fields ; 
Showers revive the drooping verdure ; 

Sweets the funny upland yields, 


ae - 


Pearly beams the eye of morning : 
Child, forbear the deed unblefs’d ! 
Hawthora 
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Hawthorn every hedge adorning, 
Pluck the flower, but fpare the neft! 


June 
School-boys in the brcoks difporting, 
Spend the fultry hour of play ; 
While the nymphs and fwains are courting, 
Seated on the new- made hay. 


jw eee 


Maids with each a guardian lover, 
While the vivid lightning flies, 
Haft’ning to the neareft cover, 
Clap their hands before their eyes. 


noe vt ¢: 


See the reapers, gleaners, dining, 
Seated on the fhady grafs ; 

O’er the gate th’ {quire reclining, 
Wanton eyes each ruddy lafs. 


SEPTEMBER. 


Hark ! a found like diftant thunder : 
Murd’rer, may thy malice fail ! 

Torn from all they love afunder, 
Widow’d birds around us wail. 


OcTOBE Re» 
Now Pomona pours her treafure, 
Leaves autumnal ftrew the ground, 
Plenty crowns the market meafure, 
While the mill runs brifkly round. 


NovEMBER, 
Now the giddy rites of Comus 
Crown the hanter’s dear delight, 
Ah! the year is flirting from us, 
Bleak the day, and drear the night. 


DECEMBE Re 
Bring more turf, and fet the glaffes ; 


Join, my friends, our Chriftmas cheer ! 
Come, 
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Come, a catch, and kifs the lafles— 
‘Chriftmas comes but once a year. 





SON NE T, 
JO THE SOUTH DOWNS. 
By Mifs Cuarrorre Smith, of Bignor-Park, Sufex. 


H, hills belov’d ! where once, a happy child, 
Your beeshen fhades, your turf, your flowers among, 
1 wove your blue-bells into garlands wild, 
And woke yourechoes with my artlefs fong. 


Ah, hills belov’d ! your turf, your flowers remain ; 
But can they peace to this fad breaft reftore ? 

For one poor moment foothe the fenfe of pain, 
And teach a breaking heart to throb no more ? 


And you, Aruna, in the vale below, 

As tothe fea your limpid waves you bear, 
Can you one kind Lethzan cup beftow, 

To drink a long oblivion to my care? 


Ah, no !—when all, e’en hope’s laft ray is gone, 
There’s nooblivion—but in death alone. 











S ON NE T. 


{From General Burgoyne’s Comedy of the Heirefs. } 


“OR tendernefs fafhion’d, in life’s early day 
A parent’s fott forrows to mine led the way ; 
The leffon of pity was caught from her eye, 
And ’ere I knew language | fpoke with a figh. 


The nightingale plunder’d, the mate-widow’d dove, 
The warbled complaints of the fuffering grove, 

'To youth, as it ripen'd, gave fentiment new ; 

The object fill changing, the fympathy true. 


Soft embers of paffion yet ref in their glow ; 
A warmth of more pain may this breait never know! 
Or if too indulgent the blefling I claim, 

Let the fpark drop from reafon that wakens the flame. 


\a\ 


